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WORTH REPEATING
“Without Rotary’s vision of a polio-free world and its leadership on this is-
sue, the polio eradication initiative may never have gotten off the ground.”

— Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, director, U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, at the 2008 RI Convention in Los Angeles

Library project brings the Internet 
to a small island in Haiti
The Internet has come to a small island  
off the coast of Haiti, thanks to an  
international Rotary club effort and an  
Interact fundraiser. 

Three Rotary clubs — Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti; San Juan, Puerto Rico; and Skid-
away Island, Savannah, Georgia, USA — 
and the Commonwealth School Interact 
Club of San Juan partnered to fund construction of a library in 
Matenwa on the island of La Gonave, Haiti. A Rotary Foundation  
Matching Grant helped furnish the library with laptops, books, 
and furniture. 

Even though the island has no electricity or running water, so-
lar panels on the library roof power laptops, which connect to the 
Internet through satellite.  

Every week, nearly 240 students at the adjacent Matenwa Com-
munity Learning Center use the library, which also serves as a 
resource for La Gonave’s more than 7,000 residents, who live in 
extreme poverty. 

“We were looking for a project where we could build relation-
ships,” explains Wells Hood, of the Skidaway Island club. “This was 
a great opportunity for us to make a lasting legacy.” 

When Hood visited San Juan in 2005-06, he and then-San Juan 
club president John Richardson hit it off, discovering their clubs 

had much in common. 
After two other projects together in 

the Caribbean, the clubs turned their 
focus to Matenwa. The San Juan club 
had previous community service expe-
rience in Haiti, and the Interact club it 
sponsors holds a fundraiser for Haiti 
each year, which the club matches. The 
Interact members collected more than 
US$7,000 in 2006-07. 

About that time, Richardson met 
Chris Low, co-director of the Matenwa 
Community Learning Center, who 
explained her community’s desire to 

build a library. The Port-au-Prince Rotary club served as host club 
for the Matching Grant. 

“Wells and I complemented each other enormously,” Richard-
son says. “He was able to outline the strategy, while I put together 
the grant.” 

During the next three years, District 9300 
(South Africa) plans to distribute more 
than three million books in southern 

Africa by using resources available to every Ro-
tarian: club members, professional contacts, and 
public relations tools from Rotary International.

Since May 2007, the Bury Me in Books lit-
eracy project has already met about one-third of 
its goal, distributing almost one million books to 
schools, libraries, and prisons in South Africa, 
Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

Rotary clubs in California and Texas, USA, 
and the United Kingdom collect the books and 
ship them overseas to be stored at the Humani-
tarian Distribution and Service Center in Bed-
fordview, South Africa.

“Local Rotarians [and other volunteers] come 
to the center every day to sort and pack books,” 
says Shirley Downie, past governor of Dis-
trict 9300. PostNet South Africa, a partner on  
the project, helps coordinate distribution  
and delivery.

Other supporters include the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation and its foundation as 
well as Kevin Fine of the company’s 5FM radio 
station. The project is promoted on Fine’s week-

end morning program, Fine and Shine, as well 
as on other radio and TV stations owned by the 
corporation, which donates airtime. The broad-
casts feature Rotary’s Humanity in Motion public 
service announcements adapted with voice-overs 
in English, Xhosa, and Zulu. PostNet covers pro-
duction costs.

The publicity has helped raise the effort’s pro-
file. “The Bury Me in Books project has become 
a brand name,” says Wendy Sweetman, head of 
marketing, communication, and training at Post-
Net and a member of the Rotary Club of Rand-
burg. She explains that the project was named 
after a challenge issued by Charlie Clemmons, 
past governor of District 5890 (Texas) to “bury 
us in books.” 

Texas Rotary clubs began sending books in 
2001 as part of the Books for the World project 
initiated by the Rotary Club of Bedfordview. 

MARCH: LITERACY MONTH

On the Web

Learn more about this project at  
www.burymeinbooks.co.za

PR efforts boost success of South African literacy project 

Jacqui Mgudlwa, communications manager of the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation, meets with 2007-08 RI President Wilfrid J. 
Wilkinson at District 9300’s book collection site. Rotarian efforts have 
helped distribute one million books, valued at US$1 each, throughout 
southern Africa.

FEBRUARY: WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH

Music camp makes for harmonious exchange
In San Diego, California, USA, young musicians are 
coming together through a Rotary district-spon-
sored program to show that music truly is an inter-

national language.
MusiCamp, a short-

term Youth Exchange 
program of District 
5340, brought 20 stu-
dents from 14 countries, 
including Italy, Poland, 
Turkey, and Venezuela, 
to practice and perform  

in August with 20 musicians in the San Diego  
Youth Symphony. 

“Things happen with the music,” says the camp’s 
creator Bill Sturgeon, of the Rotary Club of Coro-
nado. “They all speak that common language with 
no borders — music. They all work together and 
admire each other’s abilities.”

Sturgeon has been involved with Youth Ex-
change since the early 1990s. He started develop-
ing a district Youth Exchange summer camp in San 
Diego after learning of similar camps in Europe that 
invited students from several countries to partici-
pate. It became so successful that, given the musical 
talents of many of the students, he decided to cre-
ate a second, specialized music camp to allow more 
young people to participate. The director of the San 
Diego Youth Symphony was interested in making it 
a permanent program, Sturgeon says, and in 2005 
MusiCamp was born.

Exchange students must submit recorded audi-
tions as part of their exchange applications. When 
they arrive at the camp, they spend two weeks in 
intensive practice with the symphony, culminating 
in a performance for the community. They spend 
a third week participating in cultural activities in 
the San Diego area. The young musicians stay with 
families from about a half-dozen Rotary clubs, and 
San Diego youth attend other camps in Europe to 
complete the exchange.

“The kids bond so rapidly, it’s amazing,” Sturgeon 
says. “They’ll communicate with each other for the 
rest of their lives.”

Youth from around the world learn that music is a language that knows no borders at a Youth Exchange music camp 
in San Diego, USA.

Tricks of the trade 
Want to organize a Rotary Youth Exchange program? 
Here are a few tips for finding host families:

•	 �Ask fellow Rotarians to recommend non-Rotarian 
families.

•	 �Invite the families of Youth Exchange alumni to 
serve as hosts.

•	 �Make a presentation about Youth Exchange to the 
local parent-teacher association.

Need to know more? Check out the new edition of the 
Youth Exchange Handbook (746), available at shop 
.rotary.org. Updated in 2008, it gives club and dis-
trict Youth Exchange officers and committee members 
complete information on organizing a program. 

“They all speak 
 that common 
 language with no 
 borders — music.”
  Bill Sturgeon 

“We were looking 
 for a project where 
 we could build  
 relationships.  
 This was a great  
 opportunity for us 
 to make a lasting 
 legacy.”
     Wells Hood 




